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Misery Index: 2014 Q3 
The Misery Index is an indicator measuring the impact of changing economic conditions on people.   This 

index, as calculated by CEDBR, is a combination of the quarterly percent change in the Housing Price 

Index (HPI), the quarterly average change in the Consumer Price Index (CPI), and the quarterly average 

unemployment rate (UR).   The combination of changes in these factors indicates the changing level of 

economic misery experienced by people in different geographic areas.  

 

Between the second and third quarters of 2014 the general level of misery experienced by people in the 

United States increased slightly.  This can be attributed to the increase in both the inflation rate and the 

unemployment rate.  Despite experiencing a third quarter increase in misery,  Kansans continue to 

experience a lower level of misery than the nation as a whole.     

           

2014 Q3 2014 Q2 Quarterly Annual HPI CPI UR

U.S. 6.17 6.09 1.25% -15.87% 1.41% 0.04% 0.01%
Kansas 4.83 4.70 2.86% -13.80% 1.68% 0.07% 0.03%

Wichita, KS 5.79 5.51 5.17% -10.60% 2.43% 0.20% 0.05%
Kansas City, MO-KS 6.20 5.95 4.14% -5.63% 1.45% 0.02% 0.04%
Lawrence, KS 4.58 4.30 6.60% -15.15% 0.08% 0.20% 0.06%
Topeka, KS 5.07 4.90 3.56% -16.29% 1.20% 0.20% 0.03%

Oklahoma City, OK 4.37 4.29 2.04% -15.50% 0.78% 0.20% 0.02%
Omaha, NE 3.90 3.86 0.89% -6.69% 1.73% 0.20% 0.01%
St. Louis, MO-IL 6.67 6.59 1.08% -8.48% 1.41% 0.02% 0.01%
Tulsa, OK 4.73 4.67 1.47% -16.07% 1.44% 0.20% 0.01%

Akron, OH 5.06 5.07 -0.11% -28.45% 1.91% 0.20% -0.01%
Grand Rapids, MI 5.29 5.37 -1.51% -25.03% 2.70% 0.20% -0.02%
Greenville, SC 5.78 4.48 28.97% -11.40% 0.51% -0.03% 0.28%
Lancaster, PA 4.71 4.41 6.79% -23.39% 0.24% 0.10% 0.07%
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Values are impacted by rounding.
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